Activation of epileptiform activity by mental arithmetic.
Activation of epileptic seizures or electroencephalographic epileptiform discharges by mental calculation is rare. We report the case of a 34-year-old right-handed accountant with a 20-year history of generalized tonoclonic seizures. Although clinical seizures were unrelated to performance of mental arithmetic, epileptiform activity appeared when she attempted difficult mental arithmetic. Apart from one occasion, epileptiform discharges did not impair her ability to provide accurate answers to mathematical problems.